One  of  the  larger  Illinois  lake  state  parks  is  Lake 
Argyle  in  western  Illinois  a  mile  and  half  north  of  Col¬ 
chester  off  U.S.  136.  A  dozen  miles  west  of  Macomb,  this 
park  is  within  easy  driving  distance  from  Bushnell, 
Carthage  and  a  number  of  the  larger  towns  in  this  section 
of  the  state  which  formerly  had  no  public  lake  fishing. 
This  is  one  of  the  lake  areas  transferred  by  legislative 
action  in  1955  from  the  Division  of  Fisheries  to  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Parks  and  Memorials.  The  small  lakes  program 
makes  available  to  every  citizen  of  the  state,  within  a  short 
distance  from  his  home,  the  recreations  and  sports  in¬ 
herent  in  a  well  managed  lake  and  surrounding  woodland 
area. 

State  Purchases  Area  in  1948 

The  State  in  1948  purchased  here  in  McDonough 
County  1051.89  acres  and  shortly  afterwards  started  con¬ 
struction  of  a  lake  in  Argyle  Hollow  on  a  tributary  of 
the  East  Fork  of  the  LaMoine  River,  the  principal  stream 
in  this  area. 

Completed  in  1949,  the  lake  consists  of  117  acres  and 
it  has  a  drainage  of  approximately  3,800  acres.  There  is 
a  shoreline  of  nearly  six  miles.  The  longest  part  of  the 
lake  is  1.2  miles  and  its  greatest  width  is  750  feet. 


The  lake  with  steep  banks  consists  of  four  fingers 
which  are  shallow  on  their  ends,  but  the  lake  generally 
is  deep  with  an  average  depth  of  18  Vz  feet  and  runs  to  a 
depth  of  40  feet.  Seventy  per  cent  of  the  lake  is  10  feet 
or  more  deep. 

Close  Lake  Valve  in  1950 

The  valve  of  the  lake  was  closed  January  5,  1950  and 
the  water  was  poisoned  to  remove  undesirable  fish.  Water 
did  not  go  over  the  spillway  until  January,  1951. 

Stocking  since  1950  has  been  done  to  largemouth 
bass,  bluegill,  yellow  bullhead,  channel  catfish  and  walleye. 
So  far  the  bluegill  and  bass  are  showing  only  an  average 
growth.  The  lake  with  its  deep  water  is  not  too  productive 
of  fish  food.  The  lake  was  partly  drained  in  late  1955  and 
in  other  ways  steps  are  being  taken  to  increase  the  fish 
population. 

So  far  the  largest  catches  are  yellow  bullhead  and 
bluegill.  Bass  up  to  seven  pounds  have  been  caught  and  it  is 


hoped  that  within  a  few  years  there  will  be  a  plentiful 
supply  of  sizeable  fish  attractive  to  the  angler. 

Fine  Recreational  Facilities 

On  one  of  the  fingers  of  the  lake  is  located  a  com¬ 
modious  boatdock  for  state  and  private  boats.  Adjoining 
the  boatdock  is  a  concession  stand. 

The  park  has  a  shelter  house,  good  shaded  picnic 
areas  and  roads  making  available  to  the  pole  and  line 


Sprawling  Lake  from  the  Air 


fisherman  some  of  the  better  fishing  spots.  Playground 
equipment  has  been  added  to  the  park  and  in  other  ways 
it  is  being  developed  to  correspond  in  facilities  with  the 
older  state  recreational  areas.  The  several  camping  areas 
have  electricity. 

On  Old  Stage  Coach  Route 

Argyle  Hollow,  which  gives  the  park  its  name,  was 
formerly  part  of  the  old  stage  route  that  ran  northwest 
across  the  state  from  Beardstown.  Several  times  a  week 
for  a  number  of  years  the  high-wheeled  clumbersome 


•  Shaded  Areas  Await  Campers 


h 


coaches,  with  their  double  teams  of  horses,  rumbled 
through  this  section  of  beautiful  hills  and  valleys. 


Near  the  park  to  the  west  is  the  Argyle  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  church  founders,  of  Scottish  descent,  gave 
the  community  its  name  from  Scotland’s  famous  county 
of  Argyle.  Combined  with  this  church,  is  that  of  the 
Beersheba  congregation,  which  was  the  first  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church  organized  in  the  county  in  1834. 

Hold  Easter  Sunrise  Services 

In  recent  years  an  Easter  sunrise  service  has  brought 
between  3,000  and  4,000  worshippers  to  the  park.  For  the 
impressive  services  an  attractive  spot  has  been  especially 
prepared  across  the  lake  from  the  boat  dock. 


•  Enthusiastic  Horseshoers  Compete 


The  park’s  wooded  areas  are  thought  to  be  in  part 
virgin  timber.  Deer  are  occasionally  seen  and  foxes  and 
other  small  animals  are  numerous.  Students  from  Western 
Illinois  State  University  and  other  schools  find  the  park  a 
fine  out-of-doors  laboratory. 

In  addition  to  the  plant  and  animal  life  there  is  much 
to  interest  the  geologist.  There  are  outcroppings  of  coal, 
iron  ore,  stone  and  clay.  With  the  exception  of  the  iron, 
they  have  considerable  local  economic  value.  Mining  of 
coal  nearby  was  formerly  an  important  industry  and  today 
several  limestone  quarries  are  in  operation  and  the  making 
of  brick  and  tile  is  a  large  business. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS-URBANA 


•  Ideal  Lake  for  Boaters 


PICNICKING — There  are  Picnic  areas  with  pure 
water,  fireplaces  with  wood  and  picnic  tables  at 
designated  areas.  No  cooking  may  be  done  except 
on  park  stoves. 

PUBLIC  CAMPING — Sites  for  tents  or  trailers 
are  available  A  Camping  Permit  must 

be  obtained  from  the  Park  Custodian  who  will  as¬ 
sign  a  site.  Permits  are  issued  up  to  one  week. 


Issued  by 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 
DIVISION  OF  PARKS  AND  MEMORIALS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  CONSERVATION 
Room  100,  State  Office  Building 
Springfield,  Illinois 


6092-5-61 


